Setting up
Regular scene stuff – mood, music, How does the music affect the scene
light,

clothing
shoes
blindfold, 
restraints

Communication

How do you talk when you’re facing away?

Nonverbal communication

Verbal communication – not just words

Distractions, talking during the scene

Working with a new bottom is hard because all of this has to be learned in one session. How much experience has the person had with the whip? Does she know how to communicate?

The Dance
Movement, Rythm

The energy of the whip

The flow between partners is the same as dance – you can’t lead a partner who is trying to lead you

Seducing the bottom
Build expectations and suspense

Flow over the body – patterns
Talking with the Whip

Being in your partner’s head (I can feel the whip when I hit her – I cringe when I make a mistake because I feel it). Feel her rhythm – her rhythm becomes yours (the dance)

Can the bottom talk back to me through the whip? I want her to feel that she can.

Practice with her signaling you back physically

Why is it different than flogging?

The range of feeling of the whip

· do a scene that *doesn’t* hurt

· cut her

Use the distance – the dichotomy of distance/touch; sensuous/pain

Control 

· use the dichotomy 

· using the unexpected – hitting unexpected parts

· not hitting

· mind fuck – tell her that you’re going to hurt her

· give her control – “raise your hand when you want me to cut you”

· take away control “back up or I’ll hit you harder”

· Taunting

· Turn around and watch me hit you
Whipping the cat – she can’t talk but responds purrfectly
Loss of control – when you get too much into your own head, your performance, 

· whipping for the show (from either side)

